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From the desk of Founder & Editor 

Maria A. Karamitsos 

 
Summer is finally here! Time for a little well-deserved downtime – whether 
at home or on vacation. It’s time to relax and recharge. And nothing says relaxing 
on a summer’s day like reading a book! 
 
Wondering what to read? Look no further! We’ve compiled reviews of some new 
books and some old favorites, plus a list of staff recommendations. You’ll also 
find a listing (with links, so click right through) to reviews already on our site. 
There’s plenty to choose from, and something for everyone.  
 
Greece is an enchanting land, that casts its spell on all who visit. She has inspired 
many authors — and not just those of Greek descent. Here, you’ll meet Hellenes 
and phil-Hellenes alike, who share their love of Greece through their stories, and 
take you on a journey.  
 
A heartfelt thanks to our advertising authors for their support. We send our best 
wishes to all of our author friends. We thank you as well, for reading, engaging, 
and for always encouraging and supporting this effort. 
 
Let’s read a book! 

Καλό Καλοκαίρι! - Have a great summer!  

Like free stuff?  Exclusive news?  
Special offers?  

 

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY!  
 

SIGN UP! It’s free to join! 

http://windycitygreek.com
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Review by Maria A. Karamitsos

The Ladies of Managua
By: Eleni N. Gage
Publisher: St. Martin’s Press
ISBN-10: 1250058643
ISBN-13: 978-1250058645

Everything we experience in our lives makes 
us who we are. These collective experiences, 
though not always shared with others, determine 
our choices in life. People don’t always under-
stand our choices, our actions, because they 
can’t get into our heads to know exactly why. 
In The Ladies of Managua by Eleni N. Gage, 
we are reminded that we don’t know every-
thing about those closest to us, but that love 
transcends all, we can’t control everything, 
and that fate determines what will ultimately 
happen.

Born to write
Nicholas Gage is one of my favorite authors, 
and I’ve had the pleasure to interview and meet 
him. After reading North of Ithaka, I knew his 
daughter Eleni was also incredibly talented. Her 
travel memoir took her back to her ancestral 
village, to the home of her storied grandmother, 
Eleni, whose story written by Nick Gage chilled 
us to the bone. Ithaka made me want to move 
to my ancestral village and restore my father’s 
childhood home. I haven’t read Other Waters, 
Eleni’s second published book and first novel 
-- I’m not sure why -- but it’s now at the top of 
my list. Sometimes authors don’t do both fiction 
AND nonfiction well, but Eleni handles multiple 
genres with ease. She was born to tell stories.

 Growing up the daughter of Nick Gage 
-- and with that incredible legacy -- we’d expect 
a fascination with culture, with history, with the 
written word. This led Eleni to study Folklore 
and Mythology at Harvard University. Add an 
MFA from Columbia University to that pedigree, 
plus, her experiences in the village of Lia, and 
her fascination with folklore; together these aid 
her ability to tell these stories, though they’re 
incredibly different.

We are The Ladies of Managua
About The Ladies of Managua
The Ladies of Managua takes us to Nicaragua, 
where three generations of strong-willed women 
-- Mother Isabela, Daughter Ninexin, and Grand-
daughter Mariana, are brought together for the 
funeral of Isabela’s husband, Ignacio. Isabela 
and Ignacio raised Mariana, as Ninexin was too 
busy building a new Nicaragua; she and her late 
husband had joined the Sandinista’s Movimiento. 
Ninexin and Mariana’s relationship has always 
been strained, as 

Ninexin put the cause 
above her daughter, and Mariana resented her 
mother for it. As the three are reunited, each is 
confronted with something life changing. How 
will they deal with it? How will it affect their 
relationships and all of their lives going forward?

We meet each woman, and hear her 
story from her own perspective. It’s as if we are 
reading their diaries -- their innermost thoughts. 

Initially I thought their stories were a little long-
winded, and wondered how it all would come 
together. But this is precisely how real journals 
often are. We learn the details of these women’s 
lives, what has made them who they are, what 
has led them to the choices they have made. It all 
makes sense when each are faced with a personal 
crisis of sorts, different events that could change 
everything and affect everyone, in untold ways. 
These crises force them to rethink who they are, 
what they’ll do -- and what they mean to each 
other.

Review of The Ladies of Managua
The Ladies of Managua is a skillfully written, 
well-researched, and believable tale. With bits 
of language, folklore, history, and religion all 
mixed in, you would think Eleni grew up Nica-
raguan. She acknowledges all the people who 
assisted her in learning and living her adopted 
culture, that of her husband, Emilio Baltodano.

We endure things in our lives not know-
ing why, or where it will take us. This story re-
minds us that the past is important, but we must 
live in the present, and know that the future is 
yet to be revealed, but it will be what we make 
of it. As I read the story, I was dealing with 
some stressful events -- as both a daughter and a 
mother. I was reminded of simple joys, and that 
no matter what, family is family. I cried, and 
with those tears came a new perspective on the 
particular issues I was facing. Thank you, Eleni 
for a beautiful story. Isabel, Ninexin, and Mari-
ana are not just Nicaraguan. They are every 
mother, daughter, and granddaughter, whose 
lives are inextricably intertwined. We are The 

Ladies of Managua.

Add this one to your list. 

Eleni Gage

http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://eleningage.com/
http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://eleningage.com/
http://amzn.to/1THxSLe
http://amzn.to/1XJYQH9
http://amzn.to/1RGyzlU
http://amzn.to/1RGyzlU
http://amzn.to/1XJYQH9
http://amzn.to/1U8xaX8
http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://amzn.to/1THx8FY
http://elenigage.com
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"Siger is one of  those rare writers whose finger is 
always on the pulse of  modern day upheavals. He is 
never afraid to tackle and expose uncomfortable 
subjects—subjects most writers avoid.” 
New York Journal of  Books

Coming September 6, 2016 

Published by Poisoned Pen Press 

jeffreysiger.com

Greece’s #1 best-selling English-language author, Jeffrey Siger,  gets to the heart of issues 
confronting modern Greek society in the New York Times acclaimed  

Chief Inspector Andreas Kaldis Series  

www.jeffreysiger.com
http://www.amazon.com/Jeffrey-Siger/e/B0034XUCAS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?qid=1464259162&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6be85b72778e7a60ddc920a87cc700f3
http://www.amazon.com/Jeffrey-Siger/e/B0034XUCAS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?qid=1464259162&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6be85b72778e7a60ddc920a87cc700f3
http://www.amazon.com/Jeffrey-Siger/e/B0034XUCAS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?qid=1464259162&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6be85b72778e7a60ddc920a87cc700f3
http://www.amazon.com/Jeffrey-Siger/e/B0034XUCAS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?qid=1464259162&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6be85b72778e7a60ddc920a87cc700f3
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“Beautifully written, well-paced  
and bursting with emotions and plot twists.” 

 

“A must read.” 
 

“A mesmerizing romance over two generations.” 
 

“This is one of the best books I have ever read.“ 

This Greek American family saga follows a multigenerational 
story of love, loyalty, and culture. An emotional novel about 
family bonds and the difficult pull between home and heritage.  

AVAILABLE AT AMAZON 

https://www.amazon.com/Evanthias-Gift-Book-One-Saga/dp/0692471839?ie=UTF8&keywords=Effie%20Kammenou&linkCode=sl1&linkId=f5a6bbc08ebb955de592b17ae1549594&qid=1464013535&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&sr=8-1&tag=wingre0d-20
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Review by Peter Karamitsos

Miracles What They Are, Why They Happen, 
and How They Can Change Your Life
By: Eric Metaxas
Publisher: Penguin Books; Reprint edition (Oc-
tober 13, 2015)
ISBN-10: 0147516498
ISBN-13: 978-0147516497

“Miracles are not in contradiction to nature. 
They are only in contradiction to what we know 

of nature.”

These opening lines in Miracles, a quote St. 
Augustine, drew me in immediately. This is the 
latest book by, Eric Metaxas, best known for his 
“Socrates in the City” events, where people can 
begin a dialogue on “Life, God, and other small 
topics”.

Two parts
Miracles has two parts that are closely related 
but rather distinct. The first part examines the 
whole question of miracles—what is a miracle? 
What does it mean to believe in miracles? It 
examines biblical miracles and miracles we all 
experience like the miracle of life itself and the 
miracle of the existence of the universe.

In the first half, Eric also examines 
several biblical miracles such as the miracle of 
Jesus’ birth and of his resurrection. The logic of 
the author’s arguments and his clarity of thought 
and expression make this very interesting to 
read, and persuasive too.

The second half is called “The Miracle 
Stories”. These are personal accounts from the 
author’s life as well as others’ miracle stories.

The author discusses his own religious 
conversion as well as the more well-known 
conversion of C.S. Lewis. He covers the story of 
how he came to write the New York Times best-
selling biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. (An 
excellent biography, which I have also read). 

He also recounts some very interesting personal 
stories. He tells stories of incredible circum-
stances and encounters that reveal the diversity 
of miracles—small personal miracles and others 
that affect many people.

Miracle skeptics
Eric acknowledges that we live in a secular age 
that is very skeptical of the existence of miracles. 
I found his examination of the science behind 
every day known miracles like the existence of 
our universe or of life itself, a great vehicle to 
soften up that skepticism. Once we truly examine 
the miraculous in the everyday, it becomes much 
easier to accept that there may be other kinds of 
miracles that individuals experience.

Science and miracles
Metaxas delves into the growing body of scien-
tific evidence that the existence of life on earth 
is itself a miracle and how as we learn more 
from science, simultaneously we find more that 
is unknowable. I find it fascinating that so many 
people of science see a contraction between 
religious faith and science, and Metaxas covers 
this too. 

Review of Miracles
I thoroughly enjoyed both sections, but as a 
student of history, I found the first part riveting. I 
mention this because I know another person who 
read this book who had the opposite reaction—
she preferred the personal stories more than the 
more scientific and historical discussion but she 
too enjoyed the whole book. I suspect this may 
be common that readers may prefer one half or 
the other depending on their preferences and pre-
disposition.

If you consider yourself a religious per-
son or even someone who accepts that miracles 
exist and happen all the time, you will really 
enjoy this examination of the topic. If you are a 
skeptic who thinks science can explain every-
thing, but you read this with an open mind, you 
might find a reason to believe in miracles. At the 

very least you will see the wisdom of a quote 
from Wittgenstein: 

“The great delusion of modernity is that 
the laws of science explain the universe for us. 
The laws of nature describe the universe…but 
they explain nothing.”

This is the kind of book you want to read 
aloud to the person next to you. If you don’t 
believe in miracles, after reading this book, I’m 
guessing you will.

Eric Metaxas is the author of 30+ books, 
including children’s books, and works that spark 
reflection. Find them at Amazon.

www.ericmetaxas.com

Book Reviewer Peter 
Karamitsos has been 
in the software business 
for 30 years. He was not 
raised in a traditional 
Greek home, and in his 
mid-thirties, was bap-
tized into the Greek Or-
thodox Faith and learned 

to speak Greek. He loves 
to spend time with his wife and children and had 
the joy of taking them to Greece in the summer of 
2015—one of his dozen trips to Greece. He loves to 
travel, and is a self-described foodie and oenophile. 
An avid reader and theater-goer, Peter also enjoys 
painting and drawing, playing piano and guitar and 
playing tennis.

Believe in Miracles

http://amzn.to/1sOMylE
http://amzn.to/1sOMylE
http://amzn.to/1sOMylE
http://ericmetaxas.com/
http://www.socratesinthecity.com/
http://amzn.to/1sOMylE
https://www.cslewis.com/
http://amzn.to/1U86eXa
http://amzn.to/1sOMylE
http://www.amazon.com/Eric%20Metaxas/e/B000APFO3I/ref=la_B000APFO3I_pg_2?rh=n%3A283155%2Cp_82%3AB000APFO3I&page=2&sort=author-pages-popularity-rank&ie=UTF8&qid=1464133217
http://www.amazon.com/Eric%20Metaxas/e/B000APFO3I/ref=la_B000APFO3I_pg_2?rh=n%3A283155%2Cp_82%3AB000APFO3I&page=2&sort=author-pages-popularity-rank&ie=UTF8&qid=1464133217
http://www.ericmetaxas.com
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Review by Maria A. Karamitsos

Time Stands Still 
By: Stacy Froumis
Publisher: Green Ivy (February 11, 2016)
ISBN-10: 1944680802
ISBN-13: 978-1944680800

If you’ve been in love, you often wonder, will 
love stand the test of time? People change, and 
with time, they evolve -- even their feelings. But 
does that happen to everyone? Stacy Froumis ex-
plores these questions and more, in Time Stands 
Still.

A childhood dream
Born and raised in San Jose, CA, Stacy is the 
daughter of a Greek father from Thessaloniki, 
who also has roots in Naoussa, and a mother 
from Guatemala. She loves Greece, and is long-
ing for a very overdue return trip. Stacy and her 
husband Nick are the parents of twins -- a 9 year-
old daughter, and a son who sadly passed away 
a few years ago from a brain aneurysm. Stacy 
always wanted to be writer. 

 
    “I planned to major in English, but my family 
insisted on a more ‘stable field,’ so I majored in 
accounting.”

 

     She worked in medical billing for more than 
a decade, and now works part-time in the finance 
department of a non-profit organization. She said 
that not following her dream from the start is her 
biggest regret.

 
    Stacy wrote her first novel at age 11. Since 
then she has started several others, but either 
lost interest or for one reason or another, didn’t 
finish. Everything changed when she got the idea 
for  Time Stands Still. Something about this idea 
took root; she knew this was the one that would 
get published.
 
“I knew the character of 
Lauren, and the general 
direction of the storyline, 
however, getting to the 
conclusion was a journey 
I took right along with 
her.”

About Time Stands Still
Coed Lauren and her boyfriend of four years, 
Stavros, are about to graduate from college. 
They’ve been virtually inseparable since they 
met their freshman year. Lauren dreams about 
their future, and starts making plans. Stavros 
loves her with all his heart, but he is expected 
to return to Greece with his family after gradua-
tion. Lauren doesn’t want to leave her life in the 
States behind, so Stavros reassures her that once 
he’s home, he will tell his parents that he doesn’t 
wish to work in the family business, and that he 
wants to return to New York -- and a future with 
Lauren. She meets the parents, and they disap-
prove.

Stavros returns with his family to Greece, 
with the promise that he will soon return to 
Lauren. His family has other ideas. Determined 
to keep Stavros in Greece -- and so he can be 
groomed to take over the family business -- the 
family is cruel to Lauren. Ultimately, they tell 
her that Stavros has found someone else and is 
getting married.

It takes Lauren a long time to get over losing 
Stavros, but eventually she falls for Noah, and 
they begin planning their life together. When 
Noah is traveling, Lauren stays with her best 
friend Vivian, with whom she lived in college. A 
mysterious letter arrives -- postmarked 2016, but 
dated 2008. It’s from Stavros.

The letter reveals that Stavros is still seek-
ing ways to come to Lauren, and that he’s hop-
ing for a future with her. This bombshell throws 
Lauren into a tizzy. She’s not sure what to do, 

and becomes even more 
confused when Stavros 
shows up at her door.

Stavros tells her that 
his parents lied about him 
getting married to some-
one else. They relive their 
college days, and he talks 
about a future -- but she’s 

engaged to Noah. When Noah discovers the 
truth, she risks everything to go to Stavros to see 
if they really have a chance.

 
Lauren travels to Greece -- where she is still 
treated poorly by Stavros’ family -- to explore 
the possibilities. Can love survive when time 
stands still? Can love endure tragedy, family dif-
ferences, hurt, time, and new love?

Review of Time Stands Still
Time Stands Still is written in a conversational 
style. It feels like you’re sitting with a friend 
as she recounts the story. This book will have 
you switching between who you want Lauren 
to be with, and hanging on through some unex-
pected twists of fate, that not only affect Lauren 
and Stavros, but his family. This is a fast read. 
I couldn’t put it down. It’s perfect for lounging 
on a summer’s day. I’m excited to read the next 
book from Stacy, due sometime next year. 

Things Change Even When ‘Time Stands Still’

If you’ve been in love, you often wonder, 
will love stand the test of time? People 

change, and with time, they evolve -- even 
their feelings. But does that happen to 

everyone? Stacy Froumis explores these 
questions and more, in Time Stands Still.

Stacy Froumis

http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1RKcAdG
http://amzn.to/1RKcAdG
http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1RKcAdG
http://amzn.to/1TVcAfw
http://amzn.to/1PwDvQ9
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Best  
Independent  

Fiction  
of 2015 

 

~ Marc’s Bookshelf 

 

Praise for ESCAPING CYPRUS 
 

“A page burner…” 
“A tragic and haunting story that is unforgettable .” 

“A masterpiece that hooks you, and you can’t put it down. It tugs at your heartstrings. “ 

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON 

Based on true accounts, this chilling tale tells the untold story of the Cyprus invasion.  

https://www.amazon.com/Escaping-Cyprus-Gus-Constantine/dp/150754720X?ie=UTF8&keywords=Gus%20Constantine&linkCode=sl1&linkId=865dadbc07ec705fb1f09572b54cfd69&qid=1465310664&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1&tag=wingre0d-20
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A tale of self-discovery and realization that home and belonging  
don't necessarily have to be your birthplace… 

 

 

“It is really refreshing to read something that is a love story, but not between the 
typical man and woman but through friendships and a love of a country.”  

~ Amazon Review  

Available in Print and Kindle  
on Amazon  

Connect with Rebecca A. Hall ~ Author Website and Facebook 

Mystery and Suspense Continue 
in Second Book of The Lady of the Pier Trilogy

Mystery and Suspense Continue in Second 
Book of The Lady of the Pier Trilogy
Review by: Peg Karadimas

The Flow 
By: Effrosyni Moschoudi
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc. (June 
26, 2015)
ASIN: B00ZFLCWWS

Last month, I reviewed the first book in Ef-
forsyni Moschoudi’s Lady of the Pier Trilogy, 
The Ebb. I couldn’t wait to dive into book two.

Effrosyni Moschoudi
Athens born and raised writer Effrosyni traces 
her family’s roots to the island of Corfu, where 
the trilogy is set. The author, her British husband 
Andy, and their “naughty” cat Felix live in Ath-
ens in a spot by the sea, which no doubt inspires 
her on a daily basis. The first book in the trilogy, 
The Ebb, was published in 2014.

About The Flow
Effrosyni continues to build her haunt-
ing and intriguing tale in this second 
part to The Lady of the Pier, again 
with her poetry, her settings of Brigh-
ton and Corfu, as well as a suspense-
ful mystery. 

Gone is the innocence of first 
love and carefree days. The Flow 
picks up a year after the glorious sum-
mer of 1937 and 1988  with Laura 
and Sofia and the continuance of their 
stories. Laura and Christian settle into 
domestic life with their son as World 
War II breaks out.  Christian proves 
to be more difficult than she ever 
imagined, but she forges ahead for 
the sake of her child. Sofia returns to 
Vassilaki for another summer. Al-
though she is  brokenhearted over last 

summer’s love, she tries to move on from it and 
meets someone new. This is when Sofia’s strange 
dreams of a lady on the pier, start anew.

Review of The Flow
I couldn’t wait to read Effrosyni’s second book 
and it did not disappoint! Even though Laura 
and Christian’s predicament was wrought with 
mundaneness and challenging marital problems, 
it added a sense of tension and apprehension to 
the overall story.  I was especially pleased with 
Sofia’s character as it evolved and matured into a 
young woman more capable of handling her own 
life. As this happens, her relationships become 
deeper with her parents and her uncle, and she 
allows herself to move on from the heartbreak of 
the previous year. 

The mystery around her dreams becomes 
even more poignant when she visits the pier at 
Brighton and meets an elderly man, who tells her 
something rather ominous. Although this chance 
meeting offers some hints, there is no resolution 
in The Flow -- even more reason now to read 
book three, The Storm. I can’t wait to find out 

who this lady of Sofia’s dreams is and the secrets 
she holds. Put the Lady of the Pier trilogy on 
your summer reading list. 

Effrosyni Moschoudi 

Book Reviewer Peg Karadimas is 
a licensed estheti-
cian, and skin care 
consultant. An avid 
reader, she’s been 
writing book reviews 
since 3rd grade. She’s 
channeled her love for 
books into a new blog 

called GreekGirlReads. Peg, her husband, 
and son live in Elmhurst, IL. Connect on 
Facebook and Twitter

https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Gone-Greek-Rebecca-Hall/dp/1512251887?ie=UTF8&keywords=girl%20gone%20greek&linkCode=sl1&linkId=78c7f248d4ab318430954141c2fafc19&qid=1464876986&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&s=aps&sr=1-1-catcorr&tag=wingre0d-20
http://amzn.to/1U9mBHv
http://windycitygreek.com/review-effrosyni-moschoudi-the-ebb/
http://amzn.to/1X6RgXV
http://amzn.to/1X6RgXV
http://amzn.to/1U9mBHv
http://amzn.to/1t1qMdO
http://amzn.to/1U9mBHv
http://amzn.to/1U9mBHv
http://amzn.to/1U9mBHv
http://amzn.to/1Xx27uY
http://amzn.to/1t1qMdO
http://effrosyniwrites.com/
http://www.greekgirlreads.com
http://www.facebook.com/greekgirlreads
http://www.twitter.com/greekgirlreads
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Gone-Greek-Rebecca-Hall/dp/1512251887?ie=UTF8&keywords=girl%20gone%20greek&linkCode=sl1&linkId=78c7f248d4ab318430954141c2fafc19&qid=1464876986&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&s=aps&sr=1-1-catcorr&tag=wingre0d-20
http://www.lifebeyondbordersblog.com
https://www.facebook.com/AuthorRebeccaAHall
http://www.greekgirlreads.com
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 “A beautifully written book with an endearing narrator who flies us into 
the vortex of Greekness, first in America and then in crisis--ridden 
Greece. A candid story that tackles identity, kinship and love, and full 
of good humor: sharp-witted relatives, and smooth operators with  
worry beads. This could be the hot 'Greek' novel of the year!“ 

~ Marjory McGinn, author of Homer's Where the Heart Is  

NEW FROM APOLLO PAPAFRANGOU 

NOW AVAILABLE ON AMAZON 

“Apollo Papafrangou is a fresh and exciting voice in fiction,  
telling stories through the lens of his own Greek-American experience.“ 

 

NON-FICTION FROM ELIAS KULUKUNDIS 

“Elias Kulukundis is a born story-teller, one of those rare and enchanting people who instinctively  
disentangle the essential story from the confusion of past reminiscences …  

and give it a new lease of life.” ~ Helen Vlachos, The Spectator 
NOW AVAILABLE at Amazon and at www.eliaskulukundis.com  

http://apollop8.wix.com/apollopapafrangou
https://www.amazon.com/Wings-Wax-Apollo-Papafrangou/dp/1513702890/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464786964&sr=8-1&keywords=apollo+papafrangou&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=7ebf229d8f7cdf29bf61e26a361bd09e
http://eliaskulukundis.com
https://www.amazon.com/First-Passage-Elias-Kulukundis/dp/9602001674/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464788121&sr=8-5&keywords=elias+kulukundis&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=3dcfdd96cf479aad358726af82382b36
https://www.amazon.com/Amorgos-Conspiracy-True-Story-ebook/dp/B00ZYVW486/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464788121&sr=8-1&keywords=elias+kulukundis&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=b29675dfcb2766773ba549101d68e955
https://www.amazon.com/Feasts-Memory-Stories-Greek-Family/dp/1931807116/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464788121&sr=8-2&keywords=elias+kulukundis&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=640199e731ae5d76dc62c12da7a8a12a
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=elias+kulukundis&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=106d95a0d6f5ad1561dbd4da95bc56a2
http://eliaskulukundis.com
https://www.amazon.com/Wings-Wax-Apollo-Papafrangou/dp/1513702890/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464786964&sr=8-1&keywords=apollo+papafrangou&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=7ebf229d8f7cdf29bf61e26a361bd09e
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Review by Maria A. Karamitsos

Innkeeper
By Peter T. Tomaras
Publisher: CreateSpace Indepen-
dent Publishing Platform; 1 edition 
(August 29, 2015)
ISBN-10: 1517115264
ISBN-13: 978-1517115265

Innkeeper, the latest novel from 
Peter T. Tomaras, is complete with 
love, intrigue, and exotic locations. 
It’s also based on true events of the 
Turkish invasion of Cyprus.

Meet Peter T. Tomaras
Peter T. Tomaras is the son of a 
Greek father and an American 
mother. When he was young, he 
lived in Greece for a year. While 
there, he fell in love and got mar-
ried. Since moving back to the 
States, he’s returned to Greece 
many times.  He’s an avid traveler, 
to places like Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Turkey, France, Italy, and 
Spain, which have provide fodder 
for his writing.

He was in Greece during July 
1974, during the Turkish invasion 
of Cyprus. While there, he became 
immersed in the events, and has 
been fascinated by it ever since. 
The small island nation has figured 
prominently in his writing. He’s 
traveled to Cyprus several times for 
research.

“I was detained twice by 
Cypriot police who suspected I was 
a spy for Turkey, and before that, 

detained in Greece in 1974 when 
I was taking photos of the troops 
mustered for a possible invasion 
of Turkey by Greece, which didn’t 
happen.”

On journalist assignment in 
1981, he was the first per-
son with a Greek surname 
that was allowed to cross 
from Cyprus to the occu-
pied North, and then back 
again.  Well-versed on 
Cyprus, he has lectured and 
written numerous articles on 
the subject.

“With all this back-
ground, I felt I wrote the 
first accurate portrayal of 
Cyprus’ 1974 tragedy to ap-
pear in a work of fiction—at 
least as I learned it as an 
American.  In  Innkeeper, 
the invasion story is embel-
lished by more researched 
info on the killing of Roger 
Davies, the US Ambassador 
to Cyprus, and the return of 
his body, with his children in tow, to 
the U.S., where Kissinger said the 
unctuous words found in Innkeeper. 
All accurate.”

Following his tenure in the 
hospitality industry, Peter began to 
write full-time. This prolific writer 
has penned more than 250 articles 
for local, regional and national pa-
pers and magazines. His first novel, 
Resistors, was released in 2011.

About Innkeeper
Tino is a Greek-American from 

Lorain, OH, who works in the hotel 
business. He works his way up 
through the ranks, and finds himself 
running a large and newly-built ho-
tel in Athens. To say he’s a worka-
holic is an understatement. Tino 
lives in the hotel, and is incredibly 

driven. He has no time for love or 
distraction—until he meets Septem-
ber. She is the daughter of the U.S. 
ambassador to Greece. She’s beau-
tiful, mysterious, and has her own 
secrets. September lives and works 
with her widowed father at the 
embassy, and becomes embroiled 
in many official events. They fall 
in love and marry, although they 
have trouble adapting to their new 
roles and the expectations of being 
a spouse: Tino works too much, 
and September misses her action-
packed days at the embassy, and all 
the suspense of her secret works. 
This tests their love and resolve on 

many occasions.

Set in the 1970s, a portion 
of the book involves the Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus prior to which 
September becomes an emissary 
to Cyprus President Makarios—at 
some personal risk.  But the main 
story remains the troubled relation-
ship between Tino and September. 
Their story takes them through 
Greece, Cyprus, and Spain, as they 
try to keep their marriage together, 
and not hold each other back. In this 
book, Peter honors his Greek ances-
try, the international hotel industry, 
and dedicated U.S. Foreign Service 
professionals.

Review of Innkeeper
As I read the book, I was stunned 
by accounts of the events leading 
up to and after the invasion of Cy-
prus in 1974. I didn’t know much 
about what happened, and this book 
spurred my nterest.  Innkeeper, 
and another novel I read recently 
that’s based on true accounts, have 
opened my eyes these turbulent 
times. Much of these events are 
largely unknown.

This book is a captivating read 
-- you’ll fall for Tino and Septem-
ber, and cheer from the sidelines; 
and you will be fascinated by 
the true events of the invasion of 
Cyprus. Fans of love stories, and 
history buffs alike, will enjoy this 
book.

Peter T. Tomaras

Innkeeper: Love and intrigue 
spanning continents, history, and culture

This book 

is a capTivaTing 

read ...you will 

be fascinaTed by 

The True evenTs 

of The invasion 
of cyprus. 

http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://www.thehospitalityexpert.com/Tomaras_as_Author.html
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://amzn.to/1TPdkpx
http://amzn.to/1TPdkpx
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://amzn.to/1Y1xDjw
http://www.thehospitalityexpert.com/Tomaras_as_Author.html
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AVAILABLE AT AMAZON 

“I have been looking for an author who writes with the same caring 
and sensitivity as Nicholas Sparks... after reading Love Letters by Bryan 
Mooney I found him."     

~ Goodreads Review 

COMING  
JULY 12 

AWARD-WINNING FICTION by BRYAN MOONEY 

https://www.amazon.com/Been-Love-Before-Bryan-Mooney/dp/1503937313?ie=UTF8&keywords=bryan%20mooney&linkCode=sl1&linkId=62275d3ed28339905e251c8a7d21de19&qid=1464719457&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&sr=8-7&tag=wingre0d-20
https://www.amazon.com/Box-Chocolates-Book-Short-Stories/dp/149487444X?ie=UTF8&keywords=bryan%20mooney&linkCode=sl1&linkId=23e367de3cf74712eee4023d55eb4f27&qid=1464719457&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&sr=8-6&tag=wingre0d-20
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Letters-found-letter-would-ebook/dp/B006PJ7Z6W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&keywords=bryan%20mooney&qid=1464719457&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=68766b103b26b04c84f622c7f5816019
https://www.amazon.com/Once-Were-Friends-Bryan-Mooney/dp/1511532661?ie=UTF8&keywords=bryan%20mooney&linkCode=sl1&linkId=a127497815448b70b7055a951eb05e3e&qid=1464719457&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&sr=8-2&tag=wingre0d-20
https://www.amazon.com/Second-Chance-everyone-deserves-chance-ebook/dp/B0096OBJ9W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&ref_=asap_bc&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=0879bca192f8dcf7de57af190b23ef35
http://www.amazon.com/Bryan-Mooney/e/B006QCFMR2/ref=as_li_ss_tl?qid=1464719092&sr=8-1-spell&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=98b7e2378dcfd0a4aa75b6c286f18890
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Spend your summer with  

The Detroit Detective Series: Greektown Stories  
Novels by Award-Winning Author Suzanne Jenkins 

Book 1 

Book 2 Book 3 Book 4 

Book 5 

“Excellent!” 
~ Dan Georgakas,  

editor Cineaste Magazine 

AVAILABLE AT AMAZON 

suzannejenkins.net  

http://suzannejenkins.net
http://suzannejenkins.net
https://www.amazon.com/Greeks-Beaubien-Street-Detective-Greektown-ebook/dp/B00A1SONJK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&keywords=The%20Greeks%20of%20Beaubien%20Street&qid=1464874508&ref_=sr_1_1&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=05ce10a8a9acb88374f57b42c62f7d39
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Greektown-Detroit-Detective-Stories-ebook/dp/B00IOXGL62/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&dpID=51hBzpJkmtL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_UX300_PJku-sticker-v3,TopRight,0,-44_OU01_AC_UL160_SR100,160_&refRID=6FYPCHRZ2Q6DNDF2K721&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=be5cdbe671a3af227f54bd2770fcad8c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00DNZHG24/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=9c5efd891a4146a6fb4d0cf56dc02f9e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00OYUJ5AI/ref=series_dp_rw_ca_4
https://www.amazon.com/Greeks-Beaubien-Street-Detective-Greektown-ebook/dp/B00A1SONJK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&keywords=The%20Greeks%20of%20Beaubien%20Street&qid=1464874508&ref_=sr_1_1&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=05ce10a8a9acb88374f57b42c62f7d39
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WindyCity Greek Staff Recommends…
WindyCity Greek Staff Recommends…
We admit it, we’re a bunch of book worms! We love our books! Our staff 
members list their recommendations for great summer reads.

Maria A. Karamitsos, Founder & Editor
•Thrillers by Jeffrey Siger
•Eleni by Nicholas Gage 
(reading this in Greece makes it even more chilling)
•Books by Harry Mark Petrakis
•The Green Shore: A Novel by Natalie Bakopoulos
•The Amorgos Conspiracy by Elias Kulukundis
•At the Palaces of Knossos by Nikos Kazantzakis
•The Greek Village Series by Sara Alexi

Peg Karadimas, Book Reviewer
•Chasing Athens by Marissa Tejada
•Dandelions for Dinner by Sam P. Stamatis and Peter S. Stamatis
•The Gods of Olympus: An Interactive Experience by Alexander Kapotas
•North of Ithaka by Eleni N. Gage
•Girl Gone Greek by Rebecca Hall

Peter Karamitsos, Book Reviewer
•Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides 
•Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis De Bernieres 
•The Fall of Constantinople 1453 by Steve Runciman
•My Mother’s Sin and other short stories by Georgios Vizyenos 
by Georgios Vizyenos, translated by William F. Wyatt
•Zorba the Greek (new translation) by Nikos Kazantzakis, translated by 
Peter Bien

Christos Kiosses, Legal Correspondent
•Ένα Παιδί Μετράει τ’ Άστρα by Μενέλαος Λουντέμης
•Τα Ψηλά Βουνά by Ζαχαρίας Παπαντωνίου
•Στα Μυστικά του Βάλτου by Πηνελόπη Δέλτα
•Ελληνική Μυθολογία by Νίκος Τσιφόρος
•Κοριτσάκι Μου by Γιάννης Ρίτσος

Terry Poulos, Sports & Media Correspondent
•The Crystal Sun by Robert Temple
•Decoding The Heavens by Jo Marchant 
•Antikythera Mechanism - The Book by Stikas Constantin
•The Antikythera and The Source by PanOrpheus

Katerina Sirouni, Greek Property Consultant
•Epistrofi by Filomila Lapata 
(Η Επιστροφή, by Φιλομήλα Λαπατά in Greek)
•Menexedes kai Gazies by Maro Kerasioti (Μενεξέδες και Γαζίες, by 
Μάρω Κερασιώτη in Greek) 
•North of Ithaka by Eleni Gage
•Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis De Bernieres 
•Chasing Athens by Marissa Tejada

You know you’ve read a good book when you turn the 
last page and feel a little as if you have lost a friend.

—Paul Sweeney

http://amzn.to/1TKTvOv
http://amzn.to/20CxO3M
http://amzn.to/1WTTF93
http://amzn.to/1XuALWw
http://amzn.to/1sA3KdO
http://amzn.to/20CBimH
http://amzn.to/20Cy9Ds
http://amzn.to/1O5z1iS
http://amzn.to/1WYPCaK
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-gods-of-olympus/id1064611381?mt=11
http://amzn.to/1Uhk3mk
http://amzn.to/1O5zG42
http://amzn.to/22GAA9D
http://amzn.to/20CBrXa
http://amzn.to/22GAYFg
http://amzn.to/1UC27Wu
http://amzn.to/1Pwz1sI
http://amzn.to/1WPCKDZ
http://amzn.to/1U9dulC
http://amzn.to/1XV20bl
http://amzn.to/1OPcdik
http://amzn.to/1XcMHMi
http://amzn.to/1O2FnzG
http://amzn.to/1P1NyXM
http://amzn.to/1Ufu6rO
http://amzn.to/1satkWZ
http://amzn.to/1WTUTRH
http://amzn.to/20CBrXa
http://amzn.to/1WTV6nH
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Harlot’s Sauce: A Memoir of Food, Family, Love 
Loss and Greece
By: Patricia Volonakis Davis
Publisher: Harper Davis Publishing 
(November 8, 2008)
ASIN: B001VMAP9C

Patricia Volonakis Davis has led a fascinating 
life. From teacher, to wife, to mom, to entrepre-
neur, to writer, this woman has taken life’s les-
sons and truly learned from them and grown. Her 
motto is apropos: “Making something delicious 
out of limited choices.” It’s how she’s lived her 
life, and she encourages others to do the same.

About Harlot’s Sauce
Harlot’s Sauce is a memoir about Patricia’s life 
following her in her early years, to marriage, liv-
ing in Greece, and then returning to the U.S. 

She’s an Italian American who grew up on 
Long Island, NY. Her father was from Sicily; 
her mother was born in the U.S. to Italian im-
migrants. In sixth grade, she was introduced 
to Greek mythology and she soon “embraced 
everything to do with Ancient Greece.” She went 
on to study it in college, but earned a teaching 
degree. During that time, she worked and taught 
English as a Second Language on the weekends.

“I was enthralled by it all, and yearned to go 
to Greece,” she wrote in her memoir. 

One night at a dance club with friends, ev-
erything changed: she met her future first hus-
band Gregori. Patricia compared him to Greek 
sculpture. She connected with him on many 
levels: he was Greek and she loved all things 
Greek; and his stories of learning the language 
and struggling to assimilate, seemed to echo the 
stories of her immigrant father. They bonded 
over their feeling of being “something-hyphen-
American”.

Their courtship wasn’t all sunshine and flow-

ers, but that didn’t matter. Young and naïve, she 
was in love with the idea of him. They traveled 
to Greece together – she’d always wanted to go. 
It was even more beautiful than she imagined. 
Patricia and Gregori married and had a son. 

     In 1995, they moved to Greece. He insisted 
he could only be happy there. As they settled in 
Greece, they grew further apart, but she herself 
began to grow exponentially. It was a time of 
self-actualization, of realizing her potential. She 
had to find a way to live in this foreign country – 
and thrive. She had to do it for herself and more 
importantly, for her son. She finally discovered 
her true self and what she was capable of.

While in Greece, she took a job as a teacher. 
She made friends and she quickly acclimated. As 
her marriage dwindled, and since the challenges 

of being a foreigner in another country some-
times were tough, she channeled her energy 
into starting her own business. With another 
woman who was living in Greece with her 
Greek husband, she began an educational ser-
vice, called Serafim Books. They were quite 
successful, and this empowered her to leave 
her unhappy marriage and move on. She has 
no regrets about the experience, even though 
it didn’t turn out as she’d expected. She’d love 
to return to Greece someday.

The memoir is an award-winning finalist in 
the Multicultural Non-Fiction category of the 
National Best books 2008 Awards, sponsored 
by USA Book News.
           

Review of Harlot’s Sauce
Harlot’s Sauce chronicles her growth and re-
ally, how she found herself. She took her life 
back – and how – and became a strong, con-
fident woman, who surprised herself at what 
she could actually achieve. Patricia shares her 
story with honesty, and even gratitude. There’s 
a lesson in there for all of us.  
The book is a great read. Pick up a copy. You 
might even learn something about Greece that 
you never knew. 

Author Made “Something Delicious Out of Limited 
Choices,” Encourages Others to Do the Same

This review was excerpted from a full length 
interview with Patricia V. Davis, originally pub-
lished in May, 2009.

~ Maria A. Karamitsos

Patricia V Davis

http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://amzn.to/2465Td2
http://www.patriciavdavis.com/
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NOW IN PAPERBACK! 

“An illegal immigrant struggles to find a home 
in America in this moving tale of loneliness 
and  belonging. A subtle, absorbing portrait of 
the immigrant experience.”  
~ Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review) 
 
“A moving read, very much recommended.”  
~ Midwest Book Review  

In his quest of a promising future,  
Rejep encounters unexpected problems after he flees his home in Albania.  

UNCERTAIN JOURNEY is the story of the challenges he faces  
as an illegal alien in places where he is unwanted.  

This fast-paced novel involves a remarkable woman who helps him  
against the wishes of her Greek-American family— 

and a host of memorable characters who live in the condominium  
where he works anonymously until his world, once thought secure, begins to unravel.  

UNCERTAIN JOURNEY by James Rouman 

Available in print and eBook from  
AMAZON and Barnes & Noble 

 
www.jamesrouman.com 

https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Journey-James-Rouman-ebook/dp/B005XLOPYI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464715598&sr=8-1&keywords=James+Rouman&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6aaac3eed15948df17e79ca494c5c06b
https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Journey-James-Rouman-ebook/dp/B005XLOPYI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464715598&sr=8-1&keywords=James+Rouman&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6aaac3eed15948df17e79ca494c5c06b
https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Journey-James-Rouman-ebook/dp/B005XLOPYI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1464715598&sr=8-1&keywords=James+Rouman&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=6aaac3eed15948df17e79ca494c5c06b
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/uncertain-journey-james-rouman/1100483726?ean=9781931807890&st=PLA&sid=BNB_DRS_Core+Shopping+Books_00000000&2sid=Google_&sourceId=PLGoP24991&k_clickid=3x24991
http://www.jamesrouman.com
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THIS SUMMER  
Intelligent Readers are Choosing… 

A Literary  
Intercontinental Love Story  
Begins and Ends στην Ελλάδα 

Also Features  
Western Europe and the U.S. 

Presents An Accurate Narrative of 
the Events of July, 1974 

 
An Action/Adventure  

Intercontinental Love Story 
Begins and Ends in Cyprus,  

and Stars 
An Awesome Cypriot Heroine 

Novels by Peter T. Tomaras 
see outstanding reviews at Amazon 

 

Sophocles 4 Athina, PC 10559  
 Athinaion, Attikis, GREECE 

T: 210 112 32 37  
www.pitsilosbooks.ad2.gr/ 

info@pitsilosbooks.com  
 

STOP BY WHEN YOU’RE IN ATHENS! 

Support Greek Bookstores! 
Help Save Bookstores in Greece! Please 
shop & support bookstores in Greece  

during these difficult times. You can help 
keep the bookstores OPEN by buying books 

for yourselves, your children, friends &  
family, your Church and your Greek School.  

https://www.amazon.com/Lady-Pier-Ebb-book1/dp/1507891431?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&linkId=c749ea41c54d7c36802af459a0bb326d&qid=1463967324&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&ref_=tmm_pap_swatch_0&sr=8-4&tag=wingre0d-20
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=peter+t+tomaras&linkCode=sl2&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=ff49a34d8c49a908aec18ebfaf20a3d0
http://www.pitsilosbooks.ad2.gr/
http://thesifnoschronicler.wordpress.com
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Honey, Olives, Octopus: Adventures at 
the Greek Table
By: Christopher Bakken
Publisher: University of California Press
ISBN-10: 0520275098
ISBN-13: 978-0520275096

Greek cuisine is often underappreciated, likely 
because the dishes are uncomplicated, and based 
on the seasons. But this is precisely the beauty 
of it. It’s part art, part tradition -- and definitely 
scrumptious. Author Christopher Bakken takes 
us on a culinary tour of Greece, in Honey, Olives, 
Octopus: Adventures at the Greek Table. Part 
travelogue, part memoir, and a foodie’s delight, 
he takes us along on his adventures.

Christopher Bakken
Originally from Wisconsin and of Norwegian 
and Swiss descent, Christopher lived in Greece 
for two years in the 1990s, while teaching at 
Anatolia College. He fell in love with Greece 
and its people, and upon returning to the States, 
he sought a way to keep going back there, “so 
I could eat,” he revealed. His first book, After 
Greece, is about the time he lived there.  

He is the Frederick F. Seely Professor of 
English & Department Chair at Allegheny 
College in Pennsylvania. He’s also avid writer 
— including lyrical essays, and food and travel 
writing — a foodie, a family man, and a philHel-
lene.

“I decided to write a book about Greece. It 
was an elaborate scam, to allow me to get to 
Greece over and over, at different times of the 
year,” he said with a grin.

Christopher has returned to Greece at least 
once a year, although during the years he was 
writing Honey, Olives, Octopus, he traveled to 
Greece two-to-three times a year to do research 
and lead study tours. He has been to Greece 
about 30 times.

 

About Honey, Olives, Octopus
In Honey, Olives, Octopus, Christopher explores 
the art of cheesemaking, the olive harvest, the in-
credible hospitality of the Greeks, and more. He 
reminds us of slow meals -- events in themselves 
-- where we enjoy not only sustenance, but tradi-
tion, good parea, and laughter.

Christopher shares his passion for Greek 
food, Greek people, and the—in some cases—
dying art of producing some of Greece’s culinary 
treasurer. The self-described “Hellenized Bar-
barian,” travels through Thasos, Crete, Naxos, 
Serifos, Kythira, and even climbs Olympus, as 
he seeks to experience the joys of Greek food—
through the people, the methods, the history, 
and sharing conversation at the Greek table. His 
words are very poetic, creating vivid images for 
the reader to not only enjoy accompanying him 
on his adventures, but also to feel his genuine 
love for Amazing Greece.

Review of Honey, Olives, Octopus

As I read this book, I found myself inspired in so 
many ways. I’d stop to jot down notes, which in-
cluded musings such as, “I can’t believe I’m go-
ing to say this, but this city girl wants to harvest 
olives”; “I dream of stomping grapes, feeling the 
juice explode between my toes, laughing, and 
feeling more alive than ever”; “Cheese-making 
is an ancient art. Making cheese is like connect-
ing us to our ancestors -- not just celebrating 
food, but preserving tradition”. You’ll be having 
similar thoughts, and you’ll want to take a time 
out from the hustle and bustle and embark on 
your own adventures.

Honey, Olives, Octopus is a celebration of 
the simple joys, those sometimes lost or endan-
gered culinary arts, and the community of the 
Greek table. His stories are so vivid, you travel 
along with him. His larger than life friends 
(you’ll love Tasos of Thassos!) help to remind 
him -- and us -- to celebrate the little things in 
life, for they really are the big things. It’s perfect 
to accompany you on a trip to Greece, or for 
“Greece Dreaming” close to home.
 
Christopher Bakken   

~ Maria A. Karamitsos

Honey, Olives, Octopus: 
Adventures at the Greek Table 
Celebrate the Simple Joys

http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
http://amzn.to/1ppiJpV
http://amzn.to/1ppiJpV
http://sites.allegheny.edu/english/faculty/christopher-bakken/
http://sites.allegheny.edu/english/faculty/christopher-bakken/
http://sites.allegheny.edu/english/faculty/christopher-bakken/
http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
http://amzn.to/1UbsXVc
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Things Can Only Get Feta: Two Journal-
ists and Their Crazy Dog Living Through 
the Greek Crisis

By: Marjory McGinn
Publisher: Bene Factum Publishing Ltd. 
(Published in Europe Fall 2013; North America: 
May 2014)
ISBN-10: 1508496064
ISBN-13: 978-1508496069

In 2010, as the Greek fi-
nancial crisis was hitting 
full steam, British journal-
ists Marjory McGinn, Jim 
Bruce, and their dog, Wal-
lace, headed to Greece for 
the adventure of a lifetime. 
The first year of their stay 
is chronicled in Things Can 
Only Get Feta: Two Journal-
ists and Their Crazy Dog 
Living Through the Greek 
Crisis.

Marjory McGinn 

Born in Scotland, Marjory McGinn moved to 
Australia as a child. These early adventures 
ignited a passion for travel and writing. In Syd-
ney, and then later back in her native U.K., she 
worked as a journalist. Her work has appeared in 
The Times, The Daily Mail, Scotland’s The Her-
ald, and Sydney Morning Herald, and others. 

She and her partner, Jim Bruce – and Wallace, of 
course – spent an extended stay in Greece, which 
led to Things Can Only Get Feta. 

“Taking a year out and living in Greece was 
something we talked seriously about for a few 
years. We both love the country,” McGinn 

shared. “My infatuation started in my 20s, when 
I went to Athens to teach English for a year; I 
returned many times. The only trouble was that 
while we talked about the Big Greek Adventure a 
lot, we were both very involved with our careers 
and other commitments, and the dream was put 
on hold.” 

Another year’s stay was chron-
icled in the sequel, Homer’s 
Where The Heart Is: Two jour-
nalists, One Crazy Dog and a 
Love Affair with Greece. She’s 
currently penning the third book 
in the series.

About Things Can Only Get 
Feta 

After a “long, Arctic winter” 
in Scotland (We Chicagoans 
can certainly relate!) and many 
changes in the newspaper indus-
try in 2009, affecting their ca-
reers, Marjory and Jim decided 
it was time to shake things up.

The couple rented a house in Megali Mantineia, 
where they were affectionately re-named “Mar-
garita” and “Dimitri”. They explore the area, 
highlighting places they visit and people they 
encounter along the way. Those familiar with 
this area will recognize local villages and sites. 
Greece had cast it spell, and though the plan was 
a one-year stay, they remained for another two 
years, moving to nearby Paleohora.

“The fact that the timing was poor, with Greece 
sinking into economic crisis, did not dent our en-
thusiasm one bit, even though everyone we knew 
thought we really were mad. But if Greeks could 
live with a crisis, so could we!”

To finance their adventure, the duo planned to 
freelance. The book idea came later.

“From the first day we met the most fantastic 
Greek characters. They were so colorful and 
interesting that their stories just leapt onto the 
page,” she shared.

To make things even more interesting, enter 
their “naughty and irrepressible Wallace,” a Jack 
Russell terrier. Nicknamed Vasili, and ultimately 
“Vassie” by the locals, he’s responsible for some 
of the craziest-who-could-make-this-up moments 
captured in the book.

They went home to Scotland, but couldn’t stay 
away. They returned to Greece—this time to 
Koroni—after the book was published. 

Review of Things Can Only Get Feta
In Things Can Only Get Feta, Marjory takes a 
light-hearted look at their first extended stay in 
Greece. Immersed in a small Southern Pelopon-
nese village, it reveals a couple enamored with 
Greece and the villagers they meet, while re-
counting their cultural and linguistic missteps, 
and some crazy adventures along the way. 

Honestly, you won’t be able to put this book 
down. You’ll have a great time tagging along on 
their adventures, and wonder just what will Wal-
lace do next! And, you will appreciate chicken 
in a whole new way. As you read, you’ll begin 
pondering how you, too, can have your own 
extended adventure in amazing Greece.

Marjory McGinn

Things Can Only Get Feta: British Journalists, a Dog, 
the Greek Crisis, and Many Misadventures

This review was excerpted from a full length 
interview with Marjory McGinn, originally pub-
lished in June 2014.

~ Maria A. Karamitsos

http://amzn.to/1Puk6iP
http://amzn.to/1Puk6iP
http://amzn.to/1Puk6iP
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an Amazon US #1 Bestseller in Parenting and Family Humor  

A heart-warming, humorous, family saga  
set in London where traditions are challenged  

as three sisters embark on a journey of self-discovery  
in the quest for happiness and love.  

A last minute-holiday to Greece  
challenges the sisters' bond as secrets unravel  

on the veranda of their holiday retreat. 
 

www.mariaconstantineauthor.com 

Praise for  
Maria Constantine’s  
My Big Greek Family 

 

 

“I found myself being drawn 
back to the intriguing storylines 
of this family every spare second 

I had. “ 

 
“My Big Greek Family is a story 

of family, love, courage and  
struggles.” 

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON 

https://www.amazon.com/Big-Greek-Family-Maria-Constantine-ebook/dp/B00FZ1ZLTY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&keywords=Maria%20Constantine&qid=1464701060&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=90b49cd97e59770d5fc8f71e82c59110
http://www.mariaconstantineauthor.com
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Greek-Family-Maria-Constantine-ebook/dp/B00FZ1ZLTY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&keywords=Maria%20Constantine&qid=1464701060&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=wingre0d-20&linkId=90b49cd97e59770d5fc8f71e82c59110
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Falling in Honey: How a Tiny Greek  Island 
Stole My Heart 
By: Jennifer Barclay
Publisher: Sourcebooks (March 4, 2014) 
ISBN-10: 1402285108 
ISBN-13: 978-1402285103
Brit Jennifer Barclay shares her story of how a 
small, little-known Greek island changed her life 
forever, in Falling in Honey: How a Tiny Greek 
Island Stole My Heart.

Jennifer Barclay

As a child, Barclay travelled to Greece with her 
family, and quickly fell in love with the country. 
Finding a journal from a trip to Corfu in 1980, 
reminded her of the impact the Greek isles had 
already had on her life.

“The journal revealed that I was clearly 
already smitten with the Greek islands: every-
thing from the beach and warm sunshine and 
blue sea, to the little whitewashed houses, the 
food, the music and the dancing,” she shared. 

“As I grew up, I found the wild open spaces, 
empty hillsides, abandoned ruins and watching 
the moon over the sea incredibly romantic.”

 

Later she lived in Athens for one year, finishing 
university. When she came to North America for 
10 years, she couldn’t visit Greece as often as 
she had before. But this lover of all things Greek 
found herself living in a Greek neighborhood 
and realized just how much she missed hearing 
the language—and being there. At the age of 40, 
she decided to do something just for her, so she 
could determine her next steps in life. The obvi-
ous answer, she said, was “Go to Greece.”

About Falling in Honey

Falling in Honey chronicles Jennifer’s life and 
events, which brought her to a new life on the 
island of Tilos.

After a failed relationship, Jennifer found 
her way to Tilos. She spent a month exploring 
the island and learning about herself. She knew 
she’d find a way to get back there someday. Tilos 
had engraved its name on her heart, and pulled 
her back like a magnet.

Back in England, she went about her life, but 
still dreamed of the island. Jennifer embarked 
on another relationship, and when she became 
engaged, she and her fiancé vacationed in Tilos. 
She couldn’t wait to share the island with her fu-
ture husband. He fell in love with the island too, 
and they decided to move there. They looked 
at houses, made plans. They dreamed of their 
life on the island paradise. But something didn’t 
feel right. Soon after, he revealed that he’d been 
living a lie. Despite the betrayal, she carried on 
with her plans. Tilos is where she belonged.

Leaving her fiancé and her past behind, Jen-
nifer packed it all up and moved to Tilos to begin 
a new life. In the book, she details her discovery 
of the tiny island, which she calls, “intoxicat-
ing.” We follow her on her journey to Tilos to 
live her dream.

“This book is about grasping life by its goat-
horns and taking action to make it better. It’s 
about not feeling you have to take the conven-
tional route, but taking risks. It’s about watching 
two friends get sick with cancer and remember-
ing that we have to make the most of life. Those 
few years were filled with some interesting 
twists and turns, and I hope it makes an enter-
taining tale,” she explained.

Review of Falling in Honey

In Falling in Honey, we follow Jennifer to life’s 
ups and downs, to her own self-discovery, and 
a new life and home – on her own, and on her 
own terms. This book will have you wishing you 
could start anew on a Greek island too. It’s a 
story about picking yourself up from disappoint-
ment and carrying on. It’s about taking risks, and 
being true to you. It reminds us to not give up on 
our dreams.

Jennifer continues to chronicle her life on 
Tilos, in the blog “An Octopus in my Ouzo”, and 
works as an editor.  The follow-up, An Octo-
pus in My Ouzo: Loving Life on a Greek Island 
was released in Europe in April 2016. The U.S. 
release is expected later this summer. 

Jennifer Barclay

Books Takes Readers on a Trip to the Island of Tilos

This review was excerpted from a full length 
interview with Jennifer Barclay, originally pub-
lished in February 2014.

~ Maria A. Karamitsos
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Mykonos After Midnight: Chief Inspector 
Andreas Kaldis Series Book 5
By: Jeffrey Siger
Publisher: Poisoned Pen Press 
(September 2013)
ISBN: 978-1-4642-0181-3
ISBN: 978-4642-0183-7

If you’ve been reading my reviews 
over the years, including that of 
Devil of Delphi, published at Windy-
City Greek, you know that the 
incredibly talented Jeffrey Siger has 
become one of my favorite authors. 
 

Meet Jeffrey Siger
Mystery writer Jeffrey Siger is a 
former Wall Street attorney. Jeff 
is amazingly in tune with what’s 
happening in Greek society. His 
work has been lauded as “the finest 
in procedural police storytelling,” 
as well as being prophetic. This 
writer, who has made Mykonos his 
home for part of the year, has so 
profoundly captured the essence of 
Modern Greece and its people, you 
can’t believe he isn’t Greek. Readers 
of his books travel to Greece and are 
right in the center of the action. His 
first book in the series, Murder in 
Mykonos, was published in 2011.

About Mykonos After Midnight
The fifth edition in the Chief Inspec-
tor Andreas Kaldis series brings 
Inspector Kaldis back to Mykonos, 
to solve the murder of the island’s 
nightclub king, assassinated by his 
girlfriend’s former Russian boyfriend 
who was just released from a Polish prison. 
Christos had treated Anna much nicer than Ser-
gey did, and she knew it was a mistake to return 
to Poland to greet Sergey upon his release. Little 
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International Intrigue in Mykonos After Midnight
did she know, this mistake would turn deadly—
and there would be more than one corpse—and 
more trouble than she could ever imagine.

Sergey heads to Mykonos, armed with 
a secret Anna divulged, and big money from a 
demented Russian benefactress intent on capi-

talizing on the misfortune of Greece. With this 
backing and the secrets—if he can find the actual 
proof—he thinks he will become rich. Sergey 
and his ilk don’t care who gets hurt along the 

way, and will stop at nothing to achieve 
their goals. But they are no match 
Kaldis, called in from Athens by the 
chief homicide investigator in the 
Cyclades, his mentor Tassos. These 
two good guys don’t back down, 
whether from government pressure 
or bad guys -- and these bad guys are 
of a whole other caliber. While try-
ing to do the right thing, Kaldis finds 
himself distrusted by his boss, and 
doubting himself. When his mentor 
is targeted for what he knows, Kaldis 
has to work even harder to not only 
outsmart the bad guys, but also the 
powers-that-be.

Review of Mykonos After Midnight
Jeff is a gifted storyteller. Somehow, 
he ups the ante every single time. 
His stories grab you and don’t let go. 
Will Kaldis prevail? Does good tri-
umph evil? Will this story turn pro-
phetic as well? You’ll have to read it 
to find out. The only disappointment 
here is that now we have to wait a 
year for the next one to come out. 

Jeff’s forthcoming book, Santorini 
Caesars, the eighth book in the 
series, will be out in September. I’ve 
read it, and will share my review in 
August. For now, all I can say is, 
hold on to your hat!  

Jeffrey Siger

Portions of this review were originally published 
in June 2013.

~ Maria A. Karamitsos

http://amzn.to/1PwNo05
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(Listed alphabetically by title)

Black Easter by Dario Ciriello

Destiny Prevails by Paul J. Ioannidis 

Devil of Delphi by Jeffrey Siger

The Ebb by Effrosyni Moschoudi 

The Entrepreneurial Spirit of Greek Immigrants in Chicago 1900-1930 by 

Alexander Rassogianis

Escaping Cyprus by Gus Constantine

Eternity & Oranges by Christopher Bakken

Evanthia’s Gift by Effie Kammenou

Falling in Honey: How a Tiny Greek Island Stole My Heart by Jen Barclay

First Passage by Elias Kulukundis

The Gods of Olympus by Alexander Kapotas

Reviews at WindyCity Greek
Since our launch last September 
30, we have reviewed some really 

great books! Check them out! 
If you’re reading online, click 
through to read our reviews. 

Hidden Mosaics by Alexander Billinis

Homer’s Where the Heart Is by Marjory McGinn

Kinda Sorta American Dream by Steve Karas

The OPA! Way by Alex Pattakos, PhD and Elain Dundon, PhD

Samaritans by Anna Papadopoulos

Second Chances by Cleo A. Lampos

Something Will Happen, You’ll See by Christos Ikonomou, translated by 

Karen Emmerich

Song of My Life y Harry Mark Petrakis

A Time to Tell by Maria Savva

Wings of Wax by Apollo Papafrangou

Yiayia Visits Amalia by Maria G. Mackavey

Zorba The Greek – a New Translation by Nikos Kazantzakis, translated by 

Peter Bien

http://windycitygreek.com/review-black-easter-by-dario-ciriello/
http://windycitygreek.com/ioannidis-aristotle-onassis-destiny-prevails/
http://windycitygreek.com/jeffrey-siger-devil-of-delphi/
http://windycitygreek.com/review-effrosyni-moschoudi-the-ebb/
http://windycitygreek.com/alexander-rassogianis-greek-entrepreneurial-spirit/
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Café Tempest: Adventures On a Small 
Greek Island 
By: Barbara Bonfigli
Publisher: Tell Me Press; 1 edition (January 1, 
2010)
ISBN-10: 0981645321
ISBN-13: 978-0981645322

Have you ever gone somewhere, and had this 
feeling, like it was where you belonged; like it 
was the place you were meant to be? One foot 
off the plane in Greece, and that’s exactly how I 
feel – like I am once again whole. This happened 
to Barbara Bonfigli when she arrived on the 
Aegean island of Patmos: she felt like she found 
her “true home.” The magical Greek island felt 
like the place she was meant to be -- she refers 
to it as her “native land.” Perhaps St. John felt 
something there as well, since it’s the place that 
he received his first vision and later composed 
the Book of Revelations. It is then plausible; that 
there is something so sacred and pure on this 
island, known as the Jerusalem of the Aegean, 
which led this author to her own epiphany. 

Barbara -- now a true Phil-Hellene -- has 
made the island her home for several months 
a year and has traveled extensively in Greece. 
She’s weaved all of those experiences, plus her 
life’s many adventures, into this fictional mem-
oir. 

Writing Café Tempest
While traveling in Greece, the seeds of a novel 
were being sowed, though it would be years be-
fore they would take root. She traveled to other 
places in the world, studying yoga and medita-
tion in India – and continues to study wherever 
her “fins” find her. With all the diaries kept from 
her travels, she had accumulated a rather large 
stack of notebooks.

“They were filled with pages of charac-
ters. They got longer and longer and the ideas for 
stories appeared,” said Barbara.

About Café Tempest
Sarah, is a producer. She spends her summers on 
a fictional Greek island called Pharos (not to be 
confused with the small island off the coast of 
Alexandria, Egypt). She has gotten to know the 
people, and learned much about the culture and 
language. Sarah is asked to direct a play on the 
island, with the residents as actors, and decides 
to stage a version of Shakespeare’s “The Tem-
pest.” 

The book, though an ode to her adopted 
Greek life, has a philosophical basis. Sarah does 
yoga and meditates. In fact, she’s always sug-
gesting mantras to people to help them put things 
into perspective. Sarah’s mantras nearly echo 
the concept of the Greek saying “den bhirazei,” 
meaning not to worry, take your time, every-
thing’s going to be fine. 

“The book also encourages people to live 
their lives to the fullest – open their heart, fol-
low the heart and not let the head interfere too 
much,” Barbara explained.

Café Tempest also contains a section 
with Greek recipes that take on a contemporary 
spin, courtesy of Barbara’s dear friend, chef Ana 
Espinosa.

Review of Café Tempest
In Café Tempest, Barbara captures the lively and 
passionate personality of the Greeks and shows 
her knowledge of the language, as well as her 
own passion for her adopted culture. 

The novel is written in such a vivid and 
descriptive style, that all the characters virtually 
come to life. It’s evident that Barbara has spent 
much in Greece and has become well-versed in 
the traits and little idiosyncrasies of the people. 
That makes these characters so believable; we 
see the personalities of people we know and have 
met in Greece. She did an excellent job capturing 
the essence of these characters, and of the Greek 
“ways.” 

The liner notes read “the cultural delights 
of A Year in Provence, the humor of Zorba the 
Greek, and the surprising self-discovery of Eat, 
Pray, Love”. This book is absolutely enjoyable. 
It’s a fast read, perfect for summer reading. Then 
again, anything that reminds me of Greece is 
good any time of the year. You’ll find you don’t 
want the story to end; you’ll be so enamored 
with the characters that you don’t want to leave 
them; want to know what they do next. Could 
that mean a sequel? Perchance to dream…oh, 
um, that’s from “Hamlet”. Maybe a suggestion 
for our fictional Sarah’s next production?

Author Finds Her “True Home” in Greece,
Pens Fictional Memoir

~ Maria A. Karamitsos

This review was excerpted from a full length 
interview with Barbara Bonfigli, originally pub-
lished in August 2009.

 Barbara Bonfigli
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"Steve Karas announces himself as an exciting voice of  
immense breadth and literary talent."  

- Sara Lippmann, author of Doll Palace  

More works from Steve Karas 
www.steve-karas.com 

Now available  
on Amazon  

Available July 29 
whiskeypaper.com 

 

And support 
WindyCity Greek! 

 

Click through to  
Amazon. 

 
Make a purchase 
WindyCity Greek  

 
Gets a small com-

mission 
at no cost to you! 

 
Every little bit  

helps us continue  
our mission. 

SHOP AMAZON 
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